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PROJECTS 
This department welcomes brief notes and article-length 
manuscripts. The former may include announcements of contempla- 
ted or ongoing projects, information on doctoral theses in 
progress or completed (writer, title, institution, supervisor, 
and available information on completion time), proposals and 
questions, and requests for assistance. Annoucements of indi- 
vidual research projects, including theses, are very important 
to avoid awkward and wasteful duplication of effort. Articles 
will ordinarily describe projected, in process, or completed 
large-scale projects involving one or several scholars and 
should follow the same standards as other articles. 
THESIS ON BOLZANO’S EARLY MATHEMATICAL WORKS 
Five early papers of Bolzano (published up to 1817) are 
the subject of a doctoral dissertation of S.B. Russ at the Open 
University. The thesis supervisor is Graham Flegg. (The 
translation of one of these papers, the Rein analytischer 
Beweis... on the intermediate value theorem, will appear in a 
forthcoming issue of Historia Mathematics.) 
A MANUSCRIPT OF NICOLAS CHUQUET 
Graham Flegg (Open University) and Barbara Moss (Salford 
University) have initiated a reappraisal of a manuscript of 
Nicolas Chuquet written in 1484. The manuscript, consisting of 
the Triparty and its appendix, a Geometry and a Commercial Arith- 
metic, was discovered in the Bibliotheque Nationale in Paris 
in 1880 by Aristide Marre. Flegg and Moss plan to complete 
the transcription (part of which appeared in the Bulletino di 
Bibliografia di Storia delle Scienze Matematiche e Fisiche in 
1880-1881), provide an English translation of the significant 
parts, examine to what extent it was plagiarized by de la Roche, 
and assess its historical significance. They hope to complete 
this project in time for the 500th anniversary of the manuscript. 
ALPHABETICAL NUMBERALS 
Graham Flegg of the Open University has undertaken an 
investigation of alphabetical numerals from ancient times. In 
particular, the investigator hopes that a study of the differences 
in the use of the corresponding letters of the Cyrillic and Glago- 
litic alphabets will contribute to the ever?tual detenj.mation of 
the origin of the latter alphabet. The subject will be the topic 
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of invited addresses to be given this year by Flegg to the 
British Society for the History of Mathematics and to the London 
University School of Slavonic and European Studies. 
*** 
E. Scholz is preparing a dissertation on the historical 
development of the concept of a manifold, from Riemann to 
PoincarB. The research is being carried out at the University 
of Bonn under the supervision of Professor E. Brieskorn. Mr. 
Scholz invites readers interested in this topic or related ones 
to write him at, Matematisches Institut, der Universitat Bonn, 
Wegelerstrasse 10, D 5300 Bonn. 
THESIS 
William F. Hawkins, Department of Mathematics, University, 
of Auckland, New Zealand, is preparing a thesis on "A Study 
of the Mathematical Works of John Napier". 
********** 
SOURCES 
This department welcomes correspondence, brief announce- 
ments, and article-length descriptions of collections of publica- 
tions, correspondence, and archival material relevant to the 
history of mathematics. Manuscripts describing major collections 
(covering such matters as acquisitions, size, scope, state of 
cataloguing, current and future availability, and so on) should 
follow the same standards as other articles. 
BONCOMPAGNI ARCHIVE AT CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
The Boncompagni Archive was donated to Cornell University 
in November 1962 by H.P. Kraus of New York. It comprises two 
sections, printed materials and manuscripts, a portion of the 
vast collections accumulated by the Principe Baldassare Boncomp- 
agni Ludovisi (1821-1894). His personal library, sold in 1898, 
numbered 14,944 lots and included a wealth of printed books and 
manuscripts. Two parts of the sale catalog came with the Archive, 
and Cornell University has since acquired three more of the six 
printed parts. Boncompagni was a tireless investigator in the 
history of mathematics, and perhaps his greatest contributions 
were Scritti di Leonardo Pisano (1857-1862) and the Bullettino 
di Bibliografia e Storia delle Scienze Matematiche e Fisiche 
(1868-1887). 
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